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NEW FUTURE FOR QUEEN MARY’S 

F inal approval has been 

given to transfer Queen 

Mary’s Hospital to new, stable 

NHS ownership and to dissolve 

the failed South London 

Healthcare Trust (SLHT).  Queen 

Mary’s was transferred to the 

Oxleas NHS Trust on 1 October 

with hospital services being 

provided by a number of NHS 

organisations. 
 
After suffering crippling losses of 
roughly £1million per week, 
Queen Mary’s owner SLHT was 
put into administration in July 
2012 after racking up the largest 
NHS deficit in England. However, 
Queen Mary’s Hospital is now 
under the stewardship of Oxleas 
NHS Foundation Trust with 
services being provided to 
patients by Oxleas, Dartford and 
Gravesham, King's College 
Hospital Trust, Guy's and St 
Thomas, Lewisham and 
Greenwich NHS Trusts and 
Bexley Council.  
 
There are ambitious plans by 
Oxleas to invest up to £30million 
over the next five years to improve 
hospital facilities.  Proposals will 
see a new radiotherapy centre at 
the hospital allowing cancer 
patients to be treated locally 
rather than having to travel to 
Central London. 
 
In addition, a wide range of other 
services will continue to be 
available at the hospital including 
an urgent care, GP out-of-hours 
service, older people's, children's 
and specialist services, such as 

James Brokenshire MP outside Queen Mary’s Hospital  

LOCAL NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

chemotherapy, as well as community 
midwifery and outpatient’s services. 
 
James Brokenshire has been 
working with Ministers and NHS 
executives for over a year now to 
secure the hospital’s future. 
Commenting he said: “This is an 
important day for the NHS in this 
area as it finally draws a line under a 
period of crippling instability and 
safeguards the future of Queen 
Mary’s Hospital.    
  
“The transfer of Queen Mary’s into 
new NHS ownership provides the 
hospital with sound foundations to 
deliver much needed improvements 
to local healthcare.  This includes 
partnerships with other NHS 
organisations such as the central 
London teaching hospitals enabling 
them to apply their clinical expertise 
to services provided locally. 
 
“The changes at Queen Mary’s open 
a new chapter in its 96 year history 
and I believe will help deliver high 
quality hospital services for years to 
come.” 

FEEDING JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

WORLD SCHOOL MILK  DAY 

James Brokenshire went behind the 

butcher’s counter at Morrison's in Sidcup 

recently in support of the Feeding Britain’s 

Future Initiative. The scheme helps young 

people aged 16-18 by providing work 

experience and training at food and grocery 

businesses across the country.  

 

Commenting James said: “The time and care 

that staff at the Sidcup store have shown 

will certainly help improve the candidates’ 

employment prospects and is already 

opening their eyes to the wealth of career 

possibilities available to them.” 

James marked World School Milk Day on 

25 September with children at Eastcote 

Primary School, East Wickham.  

Now in its fourteenth year, World School 

Milk Day focuses on reminding children  

of the health benefits of drinking milk.  

 

Commenting James said “World School 

Milk Day is a great way to remind 

children of the importance and benefits 

of drinking milk for their health and 

wellbeing.“ 

NEWS FROM JAMES BROKENSHIRE, CONSERVATIVE MP FOR OLD BEXLEY & SIDCUP 

James with headmaster, David Ball 

High stakes for unemployed young people 



  

 

James Brokenshire  

J ames joined the Mayor of 
Bexley, Sharon Massey, 

Bexleyheath and Crayford MP, 
David Evennett, and London 
Assembly Member James 
Cleverly at the official opening 
ceremony for Hope Community 
School in Rectory Lane, Foots 
Cray recently.  The Mayor cut the 
ribbon to mark the launch of 
Bexley’s first free school and a 
new state primary school for 
Sidcup. 
 
James praised Paul Weston, New 
Generation Church and the rest 
of the team for their vision, 
determination and sheer resolve 
in turning the initial idea of a new 
free school into the reality of the 
opening.  James wished Hope’s 
Principal, Lisa Morris, and her 
team all success for the school’s 
first academic year, highlighting 
the new opportunities that Hope 
would bring for local children to 
fulfill their potential and get the 
best start in their education. 

s pice 2 Go – 

the UK’s first 

Indian takeaway 

franchise chain - 

have chosen 

Blackfen as the 

location for their 

first London store 

in England.  

The store is, 
expected to create 
20-30 jobs.  James 
said: “Spice 2 Go’s 
decision to locate 
their first store in 
Blackfen is a 
welcome one. I 
wish them every 
success.” 

WAITROSE WELCOME 

HOPE SCHOOL OPENS 

BUSINESS 
BOOST FOR 
BLACKFEN 

 Opening ceremony in Sidcup 

James at Hope Community School 

YOUR MP, WORKING FOR YOU 
Keep up to date at www.jamesbrokenshire.com, or you can follow me on Twitter @JBrokenshire 

To book an appointment at an advice surgery, arrange a visit to the Houses of Parliament or alert me to something happening in our  

community call 020 7219 8400   or email james.brokenshire.mp@parliament.uk 

P
ro

m
o

te
d

 b
y 

Ja
m

e
s
 B

ro
k

e
n

s
h

ir
e
 o

f 
1

9
 S

ta
ti

o
n

 R
o
a

d
, 
S

id
c
u

p
, 
K

e
n

t,
 D

A
1

5
 7

E
B

. 
 

 

James also led a special  
story time in the  
school’s playground  
reading ‘Elmer and the 
Lost Teddy’ to Hope’s 
 first reception class of  
children. 
 
Hope Community School is  
not for profit and state-funded  
and will serve the Sidcup/Foots 
Cray area.  Free schools are new 
state schools opened by groups of 
parents, teachers or charities. Hope 
Community School has been led by 
a team from New Generation 
Church, Sidcup in partnership with 
local businesses and community 
organisations. 
 
Commenting James said: “It has 
been an absolute privilege to 
support the team at Hope 
Community School since Paul 
Weston first put the idea forward. 
Turning that idea into the reality of the 
school opening has been quite a 
journey.   

 
“The sheer resolve and focus of 
the team has been remarkable 
and humbling. They have 
provided a huge and lasting 
service to the community which 
will benefit local children for years 
to come. 
 
It was a really special moment for 
me to be able to read an “Elmer 
the Patchwork Elephant story to 
Hope’s first reception class of 
children as they start their school 
journey. I wish Hope Community 
School, its teachers and, most 
importantly, its pupils all the very 
best for a long and successful 
future” 

J ames has described the opening of 
the new Waitrose as a big vote of 

confidence in Sidcup and recognition of 
the community campaign which helped 
make it happen. James joined the Leader 
of Bexley Council, Councillor Teresa 
O'Neill and store manager Rob Chivers 
in cutting the ribbon to welcome in the 
store's first customers. 
 

The new Waitrose has created 50 new 
jobs in Sidcup after receiving nearly 300 
job applications within just three days. 
90% of the staff live within six miles of 
the store. 
 
The opening marks the successful 
culmination of the 'We Want Waitrose' 
campaign backed by Bexley Council with 
the support of James, Sidcup Councillors 
and Mayor of London Boris Johnson. 
Thousands of local residents signed a 
petition urging the retailer to come to 
Sidcup after a Waitrose business review 
put the opening in doubt. 
 
Commenting on the news James said 
“The opening of the new Waitrose is a 
positive sign for the local economy and a 
welcome boost to Sidcup High Street. Its 
arrival will help attract  people to Sidcup 
and support other businesses as well. I’m 
delighted to welcome   Waitrose as a 
new partner in the local community”.  


